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TRADE AND INVESTMENT OFFICES — AUDIT 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: I rise to inform members that the state government 
has today released three reports that scrutinise the operations and effectiveness of Western Australia’s eight international 
trade and investment offices. These reports were commissioned in the wake of the revelations of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission report into the conduct of then trade commissioner of the Tokyo office, Mr Craig Peacock. 
That conduct was only uncovered following machinery-of-government changes when responsibility for the offices 
was transferred to the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation—JTSI. Two of the independent 
reports were commissioned by JTSI—an audit going back ten years and a review into the effectiveness and 
efficiency of current arrangements. The third, requested by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet and undertaken 
by the Public Sector Commission and KPMG, reviews the management of the London, Tokyo and Dubai offices 
prior to 2017. Collectively, the reports released today represent the most significant review of the overseas office 
network in 20 years. 
I am pleased to note that the audit did not find any further instances of financial misconduct in addition to the 
findings of the Corruption and Crime Commission against Mr Peacock. Although the DPC no longer manages 
trade offices, it has accepted the findings of the Public Sector Commission review, and the resulting lessons are 
being applied across the rest of the department. I can confirm that all 90 recommendations across the two JTSI 
reports have been accepted and implementation work is already underway. 
Not only has the reorganisation of the trade offices by this government uncovered serious misconduct that went 
unchecked for years, but also the restructure and implementation of the recommendations will lead to a more 
effective offshore presence for WA to undertake targeted and sustained promotion and facilitation of international 
trade and investment activity, which is critical to the diversification and strengthening of our economy and the 
creation of more Western Australian jobs. I commend the reports and I look forward to regular updates as the 
implementation progresses. I now table the three reports. 
[See papers 3047, 3048 and 3049.] 
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